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Introduction

The Children’s Identity and Citizenship European Association was established at a meeting on 27 May 2006 in the University of Latvia, Riga.  A series of resolutions were passed by a meting of 75 people, establishing the Association, setting out a constitution, nominating an Executive Committee (being the same Executive Committee of the Erasmus CiCe Thematic Network), and directing that Committee to take various steps to launch the Association from September 1st 2006.

This Report has been prepared by the Executive Committee for the Annual General Assembly of the Association, which is to take place at 1.30 pm in the University of Montpellier 3, France, on Saturday 26 May 2007.

Executive Committee

The Executive has met three times since the founding meeting in May 2006: in Gdansk in June 2006, in Athens in October 2006, and in London in February 2007.  A fourth meeting will have been held immediately prior to the Annual General Assembly.  Each meeting has taken place at the same time as a Thematic Network Executive Meeting, so no expenses have been incurred by the Association in holding Executive Meetings.

Establishment of a Bank Account

The Executive were instructed to open an Association Account, and resolved to do so with the Cooperative Bank.  This offered favourable banking charges to charitable organisations, and operates a clear ethical policy in its business arrangements.  Arrangements were made to operate the account with any two of three signatories.

There were strict regulations to comply with concerning the identity of the signatories, and it was not possible to open an account until October 2006.

Registration as a Company Limited by Guarantee and as Charity

The Executive were instructed to register the Association as a Charity under UK law.  We were not able to do so until we had first opened a bank account, and we were then informed by the Charity Commission that to register the Association we would need first to create it as a Company Limited by Guarantee, because the majority of our Executive Trustees were not resident in the UK.  A Company with its Directors not all resident in the UK can be registered as a Charity.

At their meeting in London, the Executive therefore resolved to form a Company known as the “Children’s Identity and Citizenship in Europe Association”, and considered Articles of Association governing the Company and a Memorandum of Association, setting out the aims of the Company. These do not permit any payment of salary to the Directors.  The Executive Committee constituted themselves as the Board of Directors.  The Executive is proposing to the Annual General Assembly that we adopt Memorandum and Articles creating such a Company.  On adoption, these will then be used to register the Company and to Register it as a Charity.  We anticipate that this should be completed before September 2007. 

Registration of Members

As soon as a Bank Account was established, we invited members of the Network to join the Association, either individually or as institutions.  Initial recruitment was not fast, and various forms of advertising and incentive were used to encourage membership.

At the time that this report was prepared (12 March 2007) our membership was:

Institutional Members:
14

Individual Members:  
32

Updated figures will be orally presented to the Annual General Assembly.

Organisation of Elections for President 2008-10

The Executive were instructed to organise an election for a President Elect in early 2007, to take office as President Elect with immediate effect, and to act as President from October 2008 to September 2010, and then as Past President from 2010 to 2012.  The Executive resolved that the voting system would be by transferable vote, and that electors should cast their votes in order of preference for candidates.

The Executive initially intend to close nominations at the end of December, but because of the delay in registering members, it was decided to postpone this to the end of February 2007. 

Only one nomination was received by this deadline, and Christine Roland Levy was declared elected unopposed.  

Organisation of subsequent elections

The Executive has begun preliminary arrangements for further Elections.  Another election for a President Elect is necessary so that they can take office in October 2008, and serve as President elect alongside the President elected in 2007.  This person will become President in October 2010 and serve for two years, and then a further two years as Past President.

The Executive are proposing to call an election for this post to be held in the early part of 2008.

The current Executive’s term of office ends in September 2008.  The size of any subsequent Executive will be conditional upon funding of a fourth wave of activity for the CiCe Thematic Network.  The executive propose that if such funding is available, there should be four further elected members of the Executive.  They propose that an election for these posts be held in the early part of 2008, but that the persons elected should only take office if and when the European Commission support a fourth phase for the CiCe Thematic Network.

Resolutions to this effect are proposed by the Executive to the Annual General Assembly.

Establishment of a Journal

The Executive were instructed to investigate the establishment of an academic journal for the Association. We held extensive discussions with the citizED organisation, which had already recently started an on-line international journal, edited by an active CiCea member (Ian Davies, of the University of York), and with several other CiCea members on the Editorial Advisory Board.  We also noted that another journal had been launched by Sage  (Education, Citizenship and Social Justice).  citizED had attempted to have their journal tyaken up by several publishers of academic journals, but had been advised that their position would be stronger if they were linked to an association with a subscribing membership.  

A working party of the Executive discussed issues of working with the citizESD group, and a working arrangement was reached whereby Citizenship Teaching and Learning would become a joint CiCea/citizED publication, in hard copy format.  Currently the journal is published twice a year, and all members of the CiCe Association have been sent these copies of Volume 2, No 2 and Volume 3 No 1. 
Financial Report

The Association’s Bankers are the Cooperative Bank plc.

We have not yet concluded our first year of financial activity.  When we have done so, we will prepare accounts for audit for the year September 2006 – August 2007, and bring these to the next Annual General Assembly.

We present here an interim statement on our expenditure and income to 12 March 2007. All figures are in Euros.

	Income
	€

	Institutional membership fees
	3,902

	Individual membership fees
	2,060

	Conference proceedings
	91

	Total income
	6,053

	
	

	Expenditure
	€

	Postage (Nov 06-Feb 07)
	552

	Journal publishing/printing (2 issues)
	3,392

	Administration Staff costs (London Metropolitan University)
	1,327

	Stationery / printing costs
	17

	Total expenditure
	5,289

	
	

	Balance (€)
	764


Anticipated expenditure in the period before the end of August will include the costs of registration as a company and as a charity, expenses related to distributing the journal to new members, and the administrative costs of processing new members. 













