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Children’s friendship

Kim Svendsen, Kirsten Scheel Nielsen, Helle Kjaerulff and Jesper Froda
Slagelse Seminariet (Denmark)

Children’s friendships seen in a social perspective

There are many views on the phenomenon of how societies (and countries) develop
and socialise their members. From our point of view as social educators of young
children, we are talking about a community where certain standards, rules and laws
are respected, and where the individual citizens have the best conditions of life on a
day-to-day basis.

Socialisation is therefore a question of caring for the individual person and of learning
to do this.

The first and the strongest form of society the child meets is friendship. Friendship is
a kind of loving, and is built on respecting the standards - the rules and laws - of the
friendship. When children are friends, they trust each other. They keep the
obligations of the friendship. If the friend fails - just one or two times - the friendship
is over! In the friendship is found justice, ethics and rules, psychologically speaking.

The reliance between pairs of friends, and later on larger groups of friends, makes the
basis for the trust and expectation with which the child meets society, ... and of
course, with this, the possibility of taking part in changing and developing that
society.

In Denmark (and probably most Scandinavian countries) more and more children
spend their day in different kinds of institution. In 1988, 55% of the children attended
day nursery. In 1998 the number had decreased to about 50%. The percentage of
children attending kindergarten was 58 % in 1988 and about the same in 1998.
However the percentage of children attending after-school recreation centres had
increased from 26 % in 1988 to almost 71 % in 1998.

Children have less and less adult contacts during the day due to the increasing number
of children per adult in the institutions, and this forms part of the background for our
project.

One of our major hypotheses is that due to the increasing number of children in the
institutions, and to the fact that they spend most of the day in the institution with very
little adult contact, the relations between children will have an increasing importance
in how children socialise.

Children form different kinds of relations, and one of these could be called friendship.
In friendship children learn from each other. The theory is that a child is more
inclined to take up a social conduct or a skill from a person with whom he or she has a
close relationship (i.e. a friend) than from another person, with whom he or she has no
relationship.
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